THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
movement, the change causing the initial surplus
to be produced at all. Initial changes involve, for hin^
psychological and mystical impulses in response to
challenges.
The problem with which we are dealing, namely, the
reasons for Socialism's appearance in Russia, rather
than elsewhere, although insoluble without reference
to Marx's ideas, is also a problem of "challenge and
response" in the Toynbee sense, and Professor
Toynbee's answer must surely be that a challenge
occurred in Russia that has been experienced only with
much less intensity elsewhere.
What was the nature of the challenge? At random,
almost, we may note various factors which, taken
together, comprised a situation that can only be
described as exceedingly challenging: devastation by
war, economic collapse of such magnitude that the
most primitive means of subsistence could scarcely be
produced, a population of armed, desperately poor
and hungry people, leaders with the necessary strength
of will, and so on.
More important than these things, however, were
the conditions of Russian history. In 1917 Russia
contained a proletariat of revolutionary temper both in
the Marxian and the Toynbee sense. In the Marxian
sense the industrial workers were propertyless,